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SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Curriculum, Standards, Instructional, and Student Services Board Advisory Committee 

Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Board Room 
 
SJUSD 
3738 Walnut Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 971-7216 
 

Members Present: Edric Cane, Tory Crowder, Gary Elazier, Deanna Fernandes, Judy Flora, Etta 
Sikich, Robert Thacker,  

Staff/Guest Present: Melissa Bassanelli, Brian Bautista, Mitch Crowden, Sue Hulsey, Nicole Kukral, 
Rob Leever, Patrick Pavelchik, Devery Rodgers, Tim Thayer, Brett Wolfe, Leslie 
Wriston 

Board Member Present: Mike McKibbin 
Members Absent: Donna DeMartini, Colmar Figueroa-Mosely, Ron Pyle, Tamara Wahlquist 
Call to Order/Introductions Gary Elazier called the meeting to order with introduction at 6:33 p.m. 
Visitors Comments:  Tom Nelson –Mr. Nelson expressed concerns regarding the board sub-

committee proposed changes to the bylaws for all board appointed 
committees.  
Janice Haro –No comment 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
New Courses: 

 Professional Learning and Curriculum Innovation staff brought seven new courses to the committee for review.  
Brett Wolfe, Director, Adult Ed/School to Career, and Teachers representing each course attended the meeting 
to answer questions from the committee.  

 Personal Sports Psychology (Patrick Pavelchik) 
o The Personal Sports Psychology course is a 10 credit Social Science elective course (College Prep [g]). The 

course will provide students knowledge about psychological factors that affect performance in sports 
such as motivation, concentration, focus, confidence, anxiety and relaxation.  Students will learn how to 
set goals and strategies, develop leadership skills, and participate in team building.  The instructor will 
reach out to the community to bring in speakers.  Surveys were distributed at Mesa Verde to see if there 
is  interestamong students. Very positive results came from the survey. The teacher will need a Social 
Science credential.   

 Fine Woodworking II – CTE (Robert Leever) 
o The Fine Woodworking II course is part of a pathway that starts at Pasteur Middle School in grade 7 and 

continues to Casa Roble High School. The course is a 10 credit elective course (College Prep [g]). During 
this course students will work more on their own projects.  Students will spend a substantial amount of 
time in the design and drawing of the projects.  This includes developing cutting lists, materials lists, cost 
estimations, and the selection of materials. The purpose of the course is to show students the many 
aspects of construction -  it is not just about building projects.  About 40% of the course is working with 
Computer-Aided Design (CAD).  Students coming from schools other than Pasteur are able to take the 
course, but they might find it difficult without having taken the Woodworking I or a similar course.  If 
coming from Pasteur the prerequisite is to take Fine Woodworking I. 
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 Introduction to Game Development -CTE and Game Development – CTE (Brian Bautista) – The paperwork 
presented to the committee had an error. To clarify and correct: 

o The Introduction to Game Development –CTE is open to students in 9th and 10th grades and is a one-
semester (5 credit) course. 

o Introduction to Game Development is the first of two sequences which meet the California CTE Arts, 
Media, and Entertainment Standards.  Students will learn the introduction to game design principles 
used in the game development industry.  It is the foundation which will prepare students for the 
creation of digital games in subsequent courses working at the high school and college level.  

o Game Development is a one-year 10 credit course for students in 10th and 11th grades. The course 
provides students with the fundamentals of digital art with respect to the creation of digital games. 
Students will build skills for college educational opportunities.  

o Committee-Have you worked with colleges while developing the course? 
 Staff-Yes, worked with a lot of the colleges and there are many types of these courses 

throughout the colleges.  Many of the schools are in the process of overhauling their Media Arts 
courses.  Sacramento City College has a very good program.   

o Committee-What is the job market like for this type of work. 
 Staff-A new studio just opened in Sacramento and it is doing very well.  I see a strong future for 

Sacramento in this field.  With the success of one, more will follow. The skills will be transferable 
to digital arts and programing.  There are currently no solid prerequisites.  

o Committee-Will the course provide a certificate? 
 Staff- there is no certificate universal to the industry right now. There will be a strong emphasis 

on team building. Motivation and student demographics are like most CTE courses.  It is fairly 
even with male and female students.   

 Introduction to Engineering Design and Manufacturing Technology – CTE and Engineering Design and 
Manufacturing Technology –CTE (Brett Wolfe) 

o Due to Open House the instructor for this course, Matt Cole, was not able to make it and Brett Wolfe 
answered questions and took notes to do further follow-up. The introduction course is a one-year 10 
credit course for 9th and 10th grade students.  Students will learn skills used in the engineering and 
architectural support careers.  Students will engage in hands-on, real-world projects and understand 
how the material covered in class can be applied in every-day lives.  

o Committee- About two years ago similar courses came to the committee for approval at San Juan High 
School.  Are these the same courses?  Are teachers coordinating with each other?   

o Staff - Matt made it to the meeting too late to present, but provided Board president McKibbin with the 
explanation of the course similarities. The courses at San Juan High School did not have the content that 
Mr. Cole was looking for.  He went to Rocklin High School and decided to mirror his program to theirs.  
Rio Americano is working a lot on robotics  and has a computer numeric control machine (CNC) which is 
a tool used in prototyping and full production for cutting, carving, machining, and milling in wood, MDF, 
plastics, foams, and aluminum.  

 Auto Maintenance and Light Repair (MLR) II –CTE (Mitch Crowden) 
o The course is a one-year, 10 credit course for 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students (College Prep [g]).  After 

completion the student will be prepared for an entry level position in today’s automotive services 
industry, beginning Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certification, and will have completed the 
National Automotive Technicians Education Foundation (NATEF) MLR curriculum. The class will begin by 
teaching students how to find a job, get a job, keep a job, and create a resume.  Students work at the 
school site one day a week doing projects and four days a week, three hours per day in an auto shop. 
There is an extremely high success rate with job placement.  Many of the students use the skill to pay for 
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college in other areas.   It also provides funds until they find another direction they would like to 
explore.  Committee- Again, about two years ago similar courses were brought to the committee.  
 Staff-The certifications changed and the prior courses were only a semester.  The course focused 

on one or two types of repairs, but with the new course it provides curriculum for much more of 
an automobile.  

o Committee-Where do you get the cars? 
 Staff- Cars have been donated by General Motors, AAA, and some by community members. 

o Committee-why are you closing the Del Campo Site? 
 Staff-Our CTE courses are being added and expanded.  Students from Del Campo can still take 

the course at San Juan. We are trying to direct students down one pathway for consistency.  Iit 
is not useful for students to take one year of a course in one pathway and then another year in a 
different pathway.  Del Campo has decided to add a different pathway so it was decided to 
move the auto pathway to San Juan High School.  

 Committee- Expressed concern about equity for students being able to participate in some of the CTE courses 
that are not at their school site.  

o Staff- Equity is an important part of the discussion when we are discussing new courses and locations.  
 Committee – Is there an incentive for staff to create new courses, are they compensated? 

o Staff-There is no extra money or compensation given to staff who create courses.   
 A motion to recommend the courses move forward was made by Bob Thacker and seconded by Edric Cane. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Textbook Adoptions: 

 Melissa Bassanelli, Director, Professional Learning and Curriculum Innovation provided the committee with 
information on the instructional materials adoption recommendations.  

 The following reports  are being recommended for adoption: 
o English Language Arts (last adoption was in 2003) 

 K-5 English Language Arts (ELA)/English Language Development (ELD) Core 
 K-5 Biliteracy Core 
 6-8 ELA/ELD Core 

o Social Studies 
 Advanced Placement (AP) US History 
 Sociology  

o Special Education 
 Grades P-12 Moderate/Severe Functional Skills 

o Math 
 IB Math 

o World Languages 
 IB and AP French 
 French 4 
 IB and AP Spanish 
 Spanish 3-4 

 Three other courses are coming to the committee as information only as no material will be recommended for 
these courses.  There was low participation in the committee for the three courses and those participating did 
not represent the population the material would best be suited for.  In addition, the PLI team felt it was 
important to have the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) team weigh in on the material.  They are not yet 
fully staffed and are still building criteria for Tier 2 and 3. .  The intervention material will be serving our Tier 3 
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students. The materials are expensive and it is important that we adopt the materials that will meet the needs 
of the students who need them.  We currently have materials being used to support the students until 
something is adopted.  The courses are: 

o 4-8 Intensive Math Intervention 
o 4-8 Intensive Reading Intervention 
o Specialized ELD 

 Committee - What is meant by low-participation, is it the number of people on the committee? 
o Staff- The committee had low participation of instructors who serve the students in need.  If an IB 

course is being approved, that will usually be at one school, so the number of participants and the 
population of students they serve doesn’t need to be as diverse.  

 Committee – What is Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 mean? 
o Staff - Tier 1 is the general population.  Tier 2 Students are not making adequate progress in the core 

curriculum, and Tier 3 students are about two grade levels behind and receive individualized, intensive 
intervention supports. 

 Math links are being purchased as a Tier 2 supplemental material in middle school. 
 Once narrowed down to a couple of texts, there is a timeline that has been followed for pilot cycles, public 

review, community showcase, and committee recommendations throughout the year.  This does not include the 
event when all the publishers come with their materials.  Publishers are solicited in several ways.  We reach out 
to teachers who may have heard from colleges and materials/publishers contact the district.  

 The seven selection criteria used by SJUSD is the same as the state, and San Juan has added Social Content.  
 When it comes to the final recommendation the committee has reviewed and discussed all student, teacher, 

and community feedback, reflecting on how effective the pilot was to use in the classroom and discussed the 
strengths and limitations using the criteria. Once all the review was complete the committee would vote 
electronically.  

 For the 6-8 ELA/ELD Core adoption the committee unanimously selected Amplify, which requires each student 
to have access to a computer in the classroom. Chrome carts will be added for each of the classrooms so that 
while students are in class they will have access to a computer.  We have budgeted for refreshing (updating 
technology) the computers every three years.  The Amplify adoption is an eight-year subscription. Work will be 
done as a committee to develop homework that will not require digital access at home. The total estimated cost 
of all the adoptions is $7,899,531 (initial cost of Chrome Books, not updating). The funds will come from 
Proposition 20 Lottery funds and locally restricted K-12 Instructional Materials Reserve (IMF). 

 Professional learning will take place mostly in June with make-up days in July and August.  In addition 
professional learning will happen throughout the year around curriculum and content. 

 Committee – I would like to see what the plans are to try and have professional learning on non-school days.  
o Staff- We have been working to reduce the amount of time teachers need to be out of the classroom.  

This has been difficult in the last couple of years with all the new curriculum adoptions.  
 Committee - Will the TK-5 reading resources be able to be used in the guided reading groups? 

o Staff - The Scholastic materials being used in K-2 reading is not an adoption, it is only a tool to help 
teachers hone their practice and the materials from Scholastic are supplemental materials.  It is a small 
piece, the ELA/ELD is the core material.  It will be replacing Houghton Mifflin adopted in 2003.  

o Committee - Does the new adoption have a specific ELD component.  Staff - Yes, it will meet the need of 
EL designated students and will provide them with huge benefits.  

 A motion to recommend the new adoptions move forward was made by Tory Crowder and seconded by Judy 
Flora.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
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 A motion to approve the March 1, 2017 minutes was made by Etta Sikich and seconded by Bob Thacker. Motion 
carried unanimously.  

 A motion to approve the March 15, 2017 minutes was made by Bob Thacker and seconded by Etta Sikich. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Chairperson’s Comments/Committee Business: 

 Gary shared with the committee that Kathy Hemeon resigned from the committee, she felt it wasn’t a fit for her.  
o At the last meeting the committee was not able to vote on action items due to the lack of a quorum.  

After a discussion with Melissa on how the committee can share their recommendations to the board 
when the committee doesn’t have a quorum, she went to Cabinet and Donna O’Neil for suggestions. 
The committee is an advisory committee and does not approve any item.  The suggestion was to have 
the committee chair or designee provide a report to the board on the “spirit of discussion” that took 
place at the meeting to give them an idea of their recommendation on an item. Gary will ask the 
committee for input before he reports to the board.  

o Gary spoke to the Parent Leadership Academy to encourage parent and community members to join 
board appointed committees.  Gary has been attending for three years and this is how he got his start 
on the C&S committee.  

 
Reports to be Heard: 

 Board Member:  
o Mike shared he had attended several events on Saturday, the PRIDE Education Seminar was held at the 

San Juan Unified School District office in several of the meeting rooms.  The Seminar was student led 
and facilitated by Gloria Ervin, Director, Equity and Student Achievement.  Mike found it very 
educational and informative.  He also went to Greer Elementary where SJUSD holds the Saturday 
Academy for our immigrant families. Mike found it very stimulating. 

o Mike commented on the 24 CTE courses available to SJUSD students.  He finds it positive that we move 
the students toward attending college, but if students decide not to attend college they have experience 
in other areas.  It is great that Bella Vista has its first CTE pathway and provides their students with other 
options on their campus.  

o Laurel Ruff was vandalized a couple of months ago and in the last couple of months the board has 
accepted an outpouring of contributions from our community to make repairs.  

 Staff Member:  
o Melissa shared that PLI has three items going to the board on April 18th, Textbook Adoption, Course 

Adoption, and Board Policy 6142.1. 
o Melissa has met with math teachers and had discussions around data.  This is the first in several 

meetings to move into refinement of IM1 and we will soon be holding listening circles with students to 
get their input. 

o The Financial Math course brought to the committee at the last meeting has had the prerequisite 
changed from IM2 to IM1.   

o The Mathematical Modeling course has 64.8% of students currently receiving a “C” or better.  
o Sue shared that schools have entered the testing season.  CAASPP will begin this week and continue 

through May.   
o The science TOSA for PLI gave an overview on the New Generation Science Standards at the elementary 

principal meeting.  We have a few schools that are early adopters and will be able to help the other 
schools once the adoptions begin.  

 Others:  
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o Bob asked if math implementation will be brought back to the committee.  Melissa said it is not on the 
schedule at this time, but may bring it back if there is time on the schedule and if staff are available.  

o Edric attended a couple of Native American functions and enjoyed seeing the positive things going on in 
the district.  

o Etta mentioned that a tree limb branch fell close to students, this was the tree she mentioned at a 
meeting that she was concerned with.  Howe Avenue was also vandalized and students were upset.  

o Judy shared that her students were on Good Day Sacramento and shared what they were doing in their 
creative writing class. She has also taken her students to the State Capitol and was planning to attend 
the night safari at the zoo with them.  

 
Future Agenda Items: 

 April 
o LCAP (D&I) 
o Committee Bylaws 

 May 
o Innovative School:  STEAM Programs (D & I)-Diana Marshall 
o MTSS Update (D & I) 
o Reporting to Parents (D&I) 
o Schoolwide International Baccalaureate Update (I) 

 June 
o Equity Update (D&I) 
o BP 6142.1 Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV Prevention Instruction (D & I) 

 Committee Requests 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Gary at 8:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Stacey Packard 
Committee Secretary  


